
ASBESTOS ABATEMENT REGULATION 2020 – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Part 1 

The old Asbestos Regulations (1987) were repealed and the Asbestos Regulations, 2001 were published on 

10 February 2002 with the aim of protecting employees against the adverse effects of asbestos on human 

health. 

However, part of the WHO Agenda (and thus goals) for 2030 is to reduce occupational related diseases. To 

achieve this, the WHO in collaboration and other 

intergovernmental organizations and civil society, works with 

countries towards elimination of asbestos-related diseases 

with the International Labour.  

As South Africa forms part of this drive, the revised Asbestos 

Abatement Regulations 2020 aims to move away from 

asbestos in our workplaces and communities and move away 

from the health risks associated with asbestos exposure. 

 

There are significant changes detailed in the revised regulation, thus, we will focus on the 4 regulations that 

should be in place before addressing the rest. 

Regulation 3, 4, 5, and 20 
3. Identification of asbestos in place 
4. Inventory of asbestos in place 
5. Asbestos risk assessment 
20. Labelling and signage 

 

WHAT IS REQUIRED IN THESE REGULATIONS?  

Herewith a summary; 

All asbestos or asbestos containing material (ACM) must be identified by a competent person which 

should then be entered into an “Inventory of asbestos in place”. 

The detail required in the Inventory should include the following: 

(a) the date on which the material was identified; 
(b) a description of the material, quantity and extent of deterioration; 
(c) the location as detailed on a floor plan; 
(d) confirmation of labelling and signage as required by regulation 20; 
(e) the risk categorisation derived from the asbestos risk assessment as detailed in regulation 5(3);  
(f) a description of potential exposure scenarios as required in regulation 6(2)(b) 

 

This inventory should also include structures, or any building material uncertain if asbestos free. This 

material should either (with time) be tested for confirmation or it should be assumed and handled as 

ACM. 

Buildings build before 2011 should be declared Asbestos free in writing by a competent person. 

 



Your ‘Inventory of asbestos in place’ -document is extremely important as it will remain your work document 

whenever any maintenance is planned. This document influences all further actions in this regulation and 

should be revised whenever asbestos repair work or removal is planned and conducted or at least every 24 

months. The content of the inventory is interrelated to the risk assessment requirements and the employer 

can consider combining the requirements of Regulations 4 & 5 into one work document. This will reduce 

duplication and provide the broader overview of the status of the asbestos survey. 

The inventory and risk assessment should be reviewed and endorsed by intervals not exceeding 6 years, 

provided that the review and endorsement are not required if the work was carried out by an approved 

inspection authority. 

Note that the asbestos risk assessment required for asbestos repair work or removal of asbestos or ACM is 

a separate risk assessment with specific requirements determined under Regulation 4.  

Regulation 20 (Labelling and signage of any asbestos or ACM). The inventory should be used and indicate (as 

prescribed) that all asbestos or ACM has been labelled with the correct pictogram/sign as per Annexure A. 

Regulation 3 and 20 will come into effect 10 May 2022. 

Thus, any visit from the DOL after this due date, might focus on the implementation of these specific 

regulations. 

 

During the next brief, we will proceed with the next steps that should be in place. 
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